
Thousand Smiles Foundation Update 
10 April, 2020 
 
Volunteers, donors, patients and families: 
 
Following the decision to cancel the May clinic as a result of the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, the board of 
directors realized that our mission should include the foundational aspirations of Rotary International, our 
parent organization. 
  
“Together, we see a world where people unite and take action to create lasting change — across the globe, in 
our communities, and in ourselves.” 
 
This is clearly a time when we feel it is important to reach out to those partners and institutions who had been 
part of our “Together” in the past. They include our medical colleagues in Mexico and the U.S. They would 
need assistance in the coming days to weeks.  As the news came out of China, Italy, New York and Washington 
regarding the undersupply of PPE and ventilators to protect and care for workers and patients, we reflected on 
our ability to help.  Our clinic supplies include gloves, masks, hand sanitizer, sterile gowns, and other OR items 
that are in short supply at the frontlines of patient care.  We also configured 5 of our anesthesia machines so that 
the ventilator function might be available in an emergency.  Three of these ventilators were delivered to UCSD 
Medical Center and two others prepared for delivery to Ensenada General Hospital.  Dr. Johann Galvan, the 
medical director at Ensenada General was contacted and we donated supplies that were immediately needed.  
We are working with our Rotary partners in Ensenada, which include members of the Centenario club and their 
president, Milton Rivera, to contact each of our patients individually to inform them of our canceled clinic in 
May.  Many hours of phone calls, researching our database for phone #’s, addresses, and related contacts were 
explored, so that each of these families who depend upon our services would not travel to the Ensenada clinic 
only to find it closed.  We felt this to be very important, not only because it might be inconvenient, but because 
it might be dangerous.  Syd Logan, Kim Muslusky, Bob and Gloria Chalfa, and many others have volunteered 
time and expertise to complete this effort.  Centenario members will staff the clinic site on May 1st to provide 
information and answer questions. 
 
As we enter the next two weeks where it is projected that a substantial number of new infections will occur, we 
are in a position to do what we can to help.  Rotary is an organization that places great value on taking 
responsibility to act when necessary, and we have tried our best to set this process in motion.  Our plan is to 
continue to resume our usual August clinic and remain in close contact with those patients, families, medical 
colleagues, and officials in Mexico to provide assistance as needed.  
 
There will be periodic updates similar to this over the coming months. 
Please be safe and heed the information provided on trusted public health websites and media. 
I have included a few websites below that provide accurate, up to date information on the COVID-19 pandemic 
below. 
Respectfully, 
The Board of Directors, Thousand Smiles Foundation 

 
Michael Nussbaum, President 
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/ 
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/hhsa/programs/phs/community_epidemiology/dc/2019-nCoV.htm
l 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
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